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This report provides an analysis of responses to the 2006 Observatory survey on online learning in universities in the Commonwealth, Europe and the US. The 2006 survey, conducted between November 2006 and March 2007, follows the Observatory’s first two surveys of online learning in 2002 and 2004. This report analyses the institutional presence of online learning strategies, key rationales for developing such strategies, the extent to which major online elements are currently integrated into university curricula, and staff enthusiasm and preparedness to teach online. The report also looks at the extent to which universities have implemented learning management platforms, institutional levels of (domestic and international) student numbers on online programmes, and the disciplinary areas in which ‘web dependent’ and ‘wholly online’ programmes are mainly offered. It discusses perceived and existing incentives for, and barriers to, online delivery. The survey findings are compared to trends identified in other relevant studies, and, wherever possible, cross-comparisons are made with the Observatory’s 2002 and 2004 survey findings.








Realising the Global University: Part Four





By Professor William Brustein, Associate Provost for International Affairs at the University of Illinois and Professor Peter Cowhey, Associate Vice Chancellor and Qualcomm Professor of Communications and Technology Policy at the University of California, San Diego.





This is the fourth in a series of reports linked to the “Realising the Global University” conference, taking place on 15 November 2007, which the Observatory is co-sponsoring with the Worldwide Universities Network (WUN). Like the first three, this report consists of two position pieces exploring the idea of the ‘global university’. In this instalment, Professor William Brustein addresses the role of international and area studies programmes in the creation of globally competent students and Professor Peter Cowhey challenges university researchers and policy analysts to generate the next revolution in global communication.





The reports are available to subscribers at: http://www.obhe.ac.uk/products/reports/





The Observatory currently has over 170 subscribers from more than 50 countries. For a list of current subscribers, and details on how to subscribe, please visit: http://www.obhe.ac.uk/subscriptions/

















