Dear Colleague,

  The Breaking News service from the Observatory on Borderless  

  Higher Education combines breadth of topic, sweep of                 

  geographical coverage and in-depth analysis.                          

  News alerts will highlight the six most recent stories covered       

  by the Observatory. If you wish to unsubscribe from this service     

  please see the bottom of this email.                                  

  ______________________________________________________________________

  * The spark to ignite serious higher education reform?           

    *

  * Construction begins on Saudi Arabia’s King Abdullah University     *

  * of Science and Technology                                       


    *

  Earlier this month, construction officially began on the King        

  Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST), Saudi         

  Arabia’s new US$2.68 billion research-based institution. Likely      

  to be modelled on US institutions such as Yale University and        

  the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), administrators      

  are marketing the institution as a sector-changing university        

  with faculty members from around the world and competitive entry     

  requirements. English will be the medium of instruction at the       

  co-education university, the country’s first public university       

  to educate both male and female students, with enrolment             

  anticipated to begin in September 2009. Stakeholders believe the     

  ‘Western-style’ institution could accelerate the country’s           

  transformation into a provider of ‘world-class’ higher               

  education, but some in the higher education community are            

  questioning how the ambitious project, the country’s most            

  anticipated higher education initiative to date, feasibly            

  expects to do so. What is the rationale behind the development       

  of KAUST? How does it compare to other higher education              

  initiatives already under development? How might the new             

  institution contribute to the country’s higher education             

  competitiveness?                                                      

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=677
  * Capacity building in developing countries: Universities on the     *

  * move in Africa                                                   


     *

  The state of New York’s Cornell University has recently launched     

  a Master of Professional Studies degree programme in                 

  collaboration with Ethiopia’s Bahir Dar University. Starting         

  this November, faculty members from the US institution will          

  teach modular courses to an initial cohort of 20 Ethiopian           

  students, each of whom was specifically selected by a written        

  application and entrance exam. The new degree programme is           

  Cornell’s first in Africa, yet importantly, only a few days          

  after announcing its sponsorship of the Ethiopian Master’s           

  degree, the institution declared that it likewise intends to         

  support a new doctoral programme to train African students in        

  genetics and plant breeding at the University of Ghana. The          

  University’s activities provide a timely example of what appears     

  to be a growing concern amongst institutions across the world,       

  namely, international partnerships which contribute to capacity      

  building and development in developing countries. What are the       

  details behind Cornell’s new degree in Africa? Why are               

  universities increasingly interested in developing innovative        

  partnerships with institutions in developing countries, and          

  specifically in Africa?                                               

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=674
  * Fair play? Controversy over incentive compensation surrounds       *

  * overseas study industry                                            


     *

  US-based Tufts University has announced that its study abroad        

  office will no longer permit faculty members to accept subsidies     

  for travel to overseas study locations. Part of a new                

  ‘business-conduct’ policy developed for the University, it has       

  reportedly discontinued partially or fully-paid travel from          

  study abroad companies in an effort to avoid the appearance of       

  impropriety. Indeed, following a subpoena order to submit            

  information pertaining to arrangements between independent           

  vendors and universities by the state of New York’s Attorney         

  General’s office, overseas higher education opportunities have       

  been the subject of considerable scrutiny in past weeks. Most        

  recently, members of the higher education industry have              

  questioned the admissions practices at University College Asia,      

  the University of Maryland’s distance-learning college in            

  Taipei, Taiwan. What factors have contributed to Tufts’              

  discontinuation of company-paid travel by vendors providing          

  study abroad programmes for its students? Why do higher              

  education institutions seem increasingly eager to develop            

  programmes or establishments abroad in collaboration with            

  third-party providers? How might the recent controversy              

  surrounding study abroad influence the management of overseas        

  higher education operations?                                          

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=671
  * Staying ahead of the game? Warwick University’s plan to become     *

  * an international hub                                            



        *

  In an attempt to build closer international links and raise its      

  global competitiveness, the UK’s University of Warwick recently      

  announced a plan to open an ‘international quarter’, hosting         

  three or four international research universities. Whilst            

  British institutions such as Heriot-Watt University and the          

  Universities of Nottingham and Middlesex have already opened         

  branch campuses abroad and others have franchised academic           

  programmes to be taught overseas, the University of Warwick is       

  the first UK institution to invite overseas universities to          

  establish a physical presence on its own campus, an interesting      

  move which could create new possibilities for international          

  collaboration. Interestingly, the announcement comes two years       

  after Warwick revealed an intention to open a branch campus in       

  Singapore, a plan rejected a year later. What are the details        

  behind Warwick’s new international strategy, and why has the         

  University chosen to invite international universities to the UK     

  in lieu of establishing an overseas branch itself? What are the      

  perceived advantages for international collaboration in creating     

  an international hub at a university’s home campus?

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=669
  * Virtual benefits, real costs? The price of technology in           *

  * higher education                                                   


*

  Over the past month, several projects involving higher education     

  institutions and for-profit technology companies have been           

  announced. Among them, Strathmore University in Nairobi, Kenya       

  has become the first member of the Kuali Foundation to begin         

  implementing the non-profit co-operative’s open-source software      

  and McGraw-Hill has announced that it will provide                   

  university-level teaching and learning content for use with          

  Apple’s iPod portable media player. Whilst these developments        

  seem, on the whole, beneficial to the higher education sector,       

  technology partners also stand to profit by furnishing the           

  necessary technical support to them or increasing their sales of     

  the tools necessary to access these services. What are the real      

  costs and benefits associated with offers of access to               

  technology at bargain rates for higher education institutions?       

  Considering that Second Life is promoting itself within higher       

  education by offering institutions free trials of its virtual        

  environment, is there anything to be learned from the troubling      

  case of Woodbury University, which this month had its Second         

  Life virtual campus shut down for failing to ensure the              

  appropriate behaviour of its users?

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=661
  * And then there were none? Increasing private equity buyouts in     *

  * higher education                                                   



    *

  Within the past week, the shareholders of major US for-profit        

  provider Laureate Education, Inc. officially approved a US$3.8       

  billion buyout by a private equity group led by the company’s        

  Chief Executive Officer and Chairman, Douglas Becker. According      

  to the US Securities and Exchange Commission, shareholders           

  owning close to 60% of the Baltimore-based company’s shares of       

  common stock agreed with the terms of a now-expired tender,          

  despite initial concerns over a management-led buyout. With          

  private investors having purchased several other major companies     

  in the past few months, the Laureate sale is only the most           

  recent example of how private equity groups are becoming             

  increasingly involved in the higher education sector, and not        

  only in for-profit provision. What are the terms behind              

  Laureate’s sale to a group of private investors? Which other         

  higher education companies have private investors recently           

  acquired? Why do private equity groups seem to be increasingly       

  eager to financially align themselves with for-profit education      

  companies? How might private equity ownership affect the             

  perception of private higher education provision?                     

  To view the entire story, please click the following link:            

  http://www.obhe.ac.uk/cgi-bin/news/article.pl?id=659
