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17th B
iennial C

onference
of the O

pen and D
istance

Learning
A

ssociation of A
ustralia

A
nne F

orster
, the P

resident
o

f 
O

D
L

A
A

, 
w

e
lco

m
e

s 
a

ll
d

e
le

g
a

te
s 

fro
m

 
A

u
stra

lia
and around the w

orld to the
2005 O

D
LA

A
conference.  

A
nne 

expects 
the 

confer-
ence 

to 
be 

successful 
in

providing 
opportunities 

for
delegates to netw

ork and to
share different experiences

and interests in on-line and distance learning.

A
nne has been involved in distance education

for 
m

ore 
than 

thirty 
years 

as 
a 

consultant,
teacher and student. S

he has w
orked in various

areas of distance education ranging from
 aca-

dem
ic staff developm

ent and program
 design to

her 
executive 

role 
in 

M
B

A
P

rogram
 

develop-
m

ent. C
urrently, along side her role as O

D
LA

A
president, 

A
nne 

w
orks 

for 
the 

U
niversity 

of
S

ydney and is responsible for high grow
th post-

graduate program
s in intensive research areas. 

A
nne has alw

ays had an interest in distance
education because of its ability to bring people
from

 all over the w
orld together in pursuit of  the

com
m

on goal of learning. D
istance learning also

allow
s people from

 all w
alks of life to undertake

courses that m
ight otherw

ise be unavailable to
them

. 

T
he them

es for this year's conference address
several issues. F

irstly the im
portance of under-

standing trans-national education and recognis-
ing that different cultures have different learning
styles requiring different teaching m

ethods.  
S

econdly 
the 

conference 
w

ill 
exam

ine 
tech-

niques that achieve excellence in learning. 
D

istance education requires a different form
 of

teaching as the classroom
 includes students w

ith
different 

backgrounds, 
ages 

and 
experiences

that have to learn independently. 

T
hirdly, the conference w

ill address the problem
of how

 to provide distance education for devel-
oping countries, w

here it can provide life long

learning for the young and new
 skills for adults. 

F
inally, an im

portant goal for the conference is to
introduce delegates to som

e of the latest tech-
nology and techniques in how

 to use inform
ation

and com
m

unication technologies to achieve the
best possible learning outcom

es.

A
nne hopes that discussing these issues w

ill
uncover new

 ideas for research in the future.
S

he is especially looking forw
ard to having the

opportunity to talk to delegates about their w
ork

and their ideas. 

P
re-conference w

orkshop
B

y F
iona H

ui

H
ow

 can open and distance learning be used as
a

 
to

o
l 

fo
r 

su
sta

in
a

b
le

 
d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

n
t 

in
 

th
e

A
ustralia P

acific region? 

D
uring the last tw

o days, policy m
akers from

 all
sectors, O

D
L

practitioners, developm
ent agen-

cies and interested teaching academ
ics gath-

ered 
in 

the 
pre-conference 

w
orkshop 

at 
the

U
n

ive
rsity 

o
f 

S
o

u
th

 
A

u
stra

lia
's 

C
ity 

W
e

st
C

am
pus to share ideas. 

F
acilitated by M

rs H
elen Lentell and M

r M
arquis

B
ureau from

 the C
om

m
onw

ealth of Learning, the
w

orkshop 
explored 

a 
range 

of 
issues 

on 
the

process of developing O
D

L
delivery and im

ple-
m

entation and address the challenges arising in
the dynam

ic landscape
of globalised education.
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R
undle M

all is the shopping heart of the C
ity of A

delaide. It w
as created in

S
eptem

ber 1976 as A
ustralia's first street m

all. T
he M

all is a shopper's par-
adise w

ith over 600 retail stores including D
avid Jones, M

yer, H
arris S

carfe,
Toys R

 U
s, R

ebel S
port, and H

oyts
cinem

as. M
any unique and exclusive

stores are located w
ithin the precinct providing a great range of exciting

m
erchandise. You w

ill enjoy exploring the 14 arcades and centres that link
to R

undle M
all providing a range of shopping experiences including over

160 specialty fashion stores. R
undle M

all is the venue for m
any perform

-
ances and events, from

 fashion parades, to buskers and street perform
ers.

O
ver 500 prom

otions w
ere held in the last 12 m

onths. Located close to the
M

useum
, A

rt gallery, U
niversities and dining precincts R

undle M
all is the

place to go if you w
ant to sam

ple the w
hole shopping and entertainm

ent
experience. s

U
niversity

of S
outh A

ustralia

P
resented by

w
ith

O
pen and 

D
istance Learning
A

ssociation of
A

ustralia

S
hopping in R

undle M
all

R
estaurant review

B
y M

algosha K
arczm

arz

A
ssaggio

K
ing W

illiam
 R

oad, H
yde P

ark

T
he A

ssaggio 
R

istorante 
in 

H
yde

P
ark 

is 
a 

stylish 
new

 
venue 

for
lovers of Italian food. T

he restaurant
is ow

ned and operated by one of
A

delaide's m
ost recognised Italian

C
hef de C

uisine, C
am

illo C
rugnale

and offers exquisite Italian cuisine in
a trendy setting. 

T
he m

enu offers a w
ide variety of

fa
b

u
lo

u
s 

d
ish

e
s, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 

ch
a

r-

grilled squid, S
icilian pork, sw

ordfish,
veal and quail. M

ake sure you leave
room

 for dessert though or you w
ill

m
iss out on w

onderful sw
eets such

as Italian nougat, fruit pudding and
a

n
cie

n
t 

R
o

m
a

n
-b

a
ke

d
 

cu
sta

rd
.

M
ains are priced at around $25, out-

door facilities are available and it's
ju

st 
m

in
u

te
s 

fro
m

 
th

e
 

H
ilto

n
!

B
ookings can be m

ade on 08 8272
4748.

O
pening H

ours:

W
eekdays: . . . . . . .11.30am

 till late
S

aturday: . . . . . . . .
5.30pm

 till late
S

unday: . . . . . . . . .11.30am
 till late

B
y M

algosha K
arczm

arz

A
re you tired orjet-lagged?

B
y F

iona H
ui

F
eeling a bit tired after an intensive session? S

till
jet-lagged after a long-haul flight? W

hy not sign
up at our registration desk for a refreshing yoga
class at the conference H

otel? T
here is a yoga

class at 12.40 - 1.20 pm
 tom

orrow
. S

ign up and
start relaxing.

P
hoto

courtesy
of

http://w
w

w
.sxc.hu/

C
ontinued on next page

Photocourtesyofhttp://www.sxc.hu/

B
reakfast tour

B
y M

algosha K
arczm

arz &
F

iona H
ui

“E
arly birds can get w

orm
s”! T

here w
ill be a

Lucia’s C
entral M

arket Tour at 7 - 8am
 tom

orrow
.

S
im

ply 
sign 

up 
at 

the 
conference 

registration
desk and com

e w
ith your colleagues. C

entral
M

arket w
ill be w

orth visiting, it’s A
delaide’s fresh

food 
pantry 

w
ith 

strong 
m

ulticultural 
influence

from
 

Italy, 
G

reece, 
Janpan, 

V
ietnam

, 
Leban,

C
hinese 

and 
G

erm
an. 

C
entral 

m
arket 

buzzes
w

ith life and colour all year round and becom
es a

special place for people w
ho enjoy a variety of

cheap food.

W
hat’s on in A

delaide
B

y S
arah R

ow
land

A
sustainable planet - 9 N

ov 2005

A
sustainable planet - a future for A

ustralia
Tim

e:
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.15 pm

Location:
 . . . . . . . . . . . .A

delaide Tow
n H

all
B

ookings essential through w
ebsite:

http://w
w

w
.haw

kecentre.unisa.edu.au/events/l
ectures/2005A

H
L.htm

S
A

Library photo exhibition - 
29 O

ct  to 27 N
ov

T
he exhibition provides an insight into W

W
I.

D
ate: 29 O

ct to 27 N
ov

Location:S
A

S
tate Library

Tim
e: 9.00 am

 - 5.00 pm

W
elcom

e
B

y M
algosha K

arczm
arz
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"W
hoever com

es is the
right people; w

henever
it starts is the right tim

e", said M
r M

arquis B
ureau

in beginning the discussion, em
phasising that the

only people really qualified or able to do great
w

ork on any issue are those w
ho really care. 

H
e 

continued 
"W

henever 
it 

starts 
is 

the 
right

tim
e", pointing out that energy, creativity, and

ideas shouldn't run on the clock and be confined
in a particular tim

e fram
e, and w

hile they w
ere

there, they w
ould be all ears for great ideas and

new
 insights. 

W
hen discussing the m

ost im
portant issues in

O
D

L
developm

ent, 
a 

sense 
of 

passion 
and

enthusiasm
 

em
erged 

as 
w

orkshop 
delegates

w
rote dow

n their ideas. W
ithin m

inutes,  the w
all

w
as filled w

ith lists, dem
onstrating a variety of

ideas and draw
ing  a m

ore com
plete picture on

developm
ent issues about quality, teacher training,

teaching m
ethodology, resources, research, poli-

cies, program
m

ing, technologies, organisational
structure, and students w

ho are on the receiving
end of O

D
L.

"A
dm

ittedly, 
the 

challenges 
are 

huge", 
said

Ledua W
aqailiti, a Lecturer from

 the U
niversity of

S
outh P

acific, "especially for countries w
ith lim

it-
ed resources, and w

here its infrastructures are
not as w

ell-developed". 

"B
ut I see opportunities in O

D
L, w

e need to first
identify, 

explore 
and 

address 
all 

of 
the 

m
ost

im
portant issues and that's w

hy I cam
e to the

w
orkshop, I'd like to hear other colleagues' ideas

and experience w
hile sharing m

ine at the sam
e

tim
e".

T
he tw

o-day pre-conference w
orkshop w

as m
ost

productive, 
and 

successfully 
em

pow
ered 

the
delegates to tell the story of their experiences of
O

D
L

to the rest of the organisation,  the com
m

u-
nity and  the w

orld. M
ost im

portantly it seeded
cycles of innovation that w

ill continue to pull peo-
ple into places w

here they can m
axim

ise their
ow

n learning and contribution.

T
he

pre-conference w
orkshop has successfully

achieved:

(1) raising and addressing all of the key issues; 
(2) gathering new

 ideas, resources and people
w

hile connected them
 to these issues; 

(3) docum
enting all notes &

 suggested strategies;
(4) establishing strategic them

es, clear priorities,
im

m
ediate actions steps;

(5) distributing all inform
ation to eager and

action-ready com
m

unity of people 
(6) em

pow
ering them

 to tell that story to the rest
of the organisation, com

m
unity and even the

w
orld;

(7) seeded cycles of invitation that w
ill continue

to pull people into places w
here they can

m
axim

ize their ow
n learning and contribution.

F
rom

 the facilitator
B

y S
arah R

ow
land

W
ith his know

ledge and background in open dis-
tance learning M

r M
arquis B

ureau
m

ade the
perfect candidate for facilitating the pre confer-
ence w

orkshop.  M
arquis' goal for the O

O
D

LA
conference is to "bring people together from

 all
different 

countries 
to 

discuss 
open 

distance
learning and sustainable developm

ent".    

M
arquis 

indicated 
the 

key 
issues 

w
ithin 

the
A

ustralia P
acific R

egion as gaining recognition of
open distance learning am

ong the public and the
need for the qualifications to be recognized glob-
ally.

W
hen asked the m

ajor difference in open dis-
tance learning betw

een C
anada and the A

ustralia
P

acific R
egion M

arquis stated "C
anada has lots

of 
different 

states 
w

hereas 
the 

S
outh 

P
acific

region has a m
ultitude of countries causing m

any
language and G

overnm
ent barriers that can be

very difficult to overcom
e.  G

overnm
ent funding is

essentialso w
e need to prove to them

 how
 im

por-
tant open distance learning is."  

M
arquis identified the m

ajor benefit of open dis-
tance learning as its accessibility.  "It allow

s peo-
ple to learn both for personal and professional
m

eans 
resulting 

in 
both 

social 
and 

econom
ic

changes."  T
he percentages for open distance

learning are 60%
 w

om
en and 40%

 m
en.  M

arquis
recognizes this is due m

ostly to the fact w
om

en
feel the need to learn in their ow

n tim
e as they

have com
bined w

ork and fam
ily obligations.

O
ur 

S
ponsors

A
ustralian G

overnm
ent

A
usA

ID

C
om

m
onw

ealth
of Learning

O
pen Training and

E
ducation N

etw
ork

E
learning N

etw
ork

of A
ustralasia

W
e w

elcom
e you to contact our new

sletter team
 for an

interview
 to be put in tom

orrow
’s new

sletter. P
lease call:

M
algosha K

arczm
arz: 0405 252 188 

S
arah R

ow
land: 0422 243 548   

F
iona H

ui: 0422 851 916

A
ny com

m
ent? P

lease em
ail it to:

F
iona:huisy005@

students.unisa.edu.au
M

elgosha: K
arm

e001@
students.unisa.edu.au

S
arah: row

sk001@
students.unisa.edu.au

P
olls:

W
hat do you m

ost look forw
ard to in this 

conference?

a) P
re-conference w

orkshop
b)

Learning from
 other delegates’new

 findings
c) C

onference dinner &
cocktail party

d)
N

etw
orking w

ith like-m
inded colleagues

S
M

S
 your answ

er to 0422 851 916 to get a
free souvenir (one gift, first com

e first serve)!

C
ontinued from

 last page
O

pen &
 D

istance Learning
in three P

acific Island 
countries
B

y F
iona H

ui

M
s K

aye S
chofield

, one of the A
ustralia's lead-

ing independent com
m

entators, researchers and
policy analysts in the field of adult and vocation-
al 

education, 
firm

ly 
believes 

that 
O

D
L

can
im

prove educational outcom
es in sm

all P
acific

Island C
ountries such as S

am
oa, K

iribati and
P

N
G

. 

"D
iagnosing the key problem

s w
ould be the piv-

otal starting point", S
chofield says, "to begin w

ith,
problem

s 
such 

as 
low

 
education 

outcom
es

am
ong the poor, gender inequities and social-cul-

tural issues need to be addressed."

M
r A

bdul M
annan, E

xecutive D
irector of U

P
N

G
O

pen 
C

ollege 
and 

U
niversity 

of 
P

apua 
N

ew
G

uinea, has been involved in education policy,
p

la
n

n
in

g
 

a
n

d
 

a
d

m
in

istra
tio

n
 

in
 

P
a

p
u

a
 

N
e

w
G

uinea for the past 16 years. 

H
e recognises the pivotal role of O

D
L

to cater for
P

N
G

's higher education urgent needs because
th

e
 tra

d
itio

n
a

l syste
m

 is u
n

a
b

le
 to

 m
e

e
t th

e

cu
rrent 

and 
grow

ing
dem

and. 

"O
D

L
has both oppor-

tu
n

itie
s 

a
n

d
 

ch
a

l-
le

n
g

e
s 

to
 

ca
te

r 
fo

r
both 

traditional 
learn-

e
rs 

fo
r 

e
d

u
ca

tio
n

a
l

qualification and non-
traditional 

villagers 
to

acquire 
skills, 

know
l-

edge and inform
ation",

sa
ys 

M
a

n
n

a
n

,
"E

xp
e

rie
n

ce
 

sh
o

w
s

th
a

t 
th

e
 

p
e

o
p

le
 

a
re

m
ore prepared to pay

for distance education
rather than the form

al
education due to cost
considerations. 

T
hey

use 
the 

social 
safety

net to finance their dis-
tance 

education 
and

O
D

L
has an enorm

ous
opportunity to fill this
gap"

O
pportunities in O

pen &
 D

istance Learning
B

y F
iona H

ui

P
re-conference dinner&

address
B

y S
arah R

ow
land

O
n the opening night

of the pre conference
w

o
rksh

o
p

 
a

 
d

in
n

e
r

w
as held for all dele-

gates in the beautiful
C

hapel C
afé

L
illia

n
 

H
o

lt, 
a

n
A

boriginal 
educator 

,
gave 

an 
introductory

speech to w
elcom

e all
th

e
 

p
re

-co
n

fe
re

n
ce

delegates and to give
so

m
e

 
co

n
te

xt 
a

b
o

u
t

indigenous A
ustralians

as w
ell as educational

issu
e

s 
in

 
A

u
stra

lia
.

Lillian's 
address 

w
as

preceded by a m
oving

w
e

lco
m

in
g

 
so

n
g

 
b

y
Lynett 

R
iley 

M
undine

from
 N

S
W

.  

In
 

re
sp

o
n

se
 

Jo
M

ataika from
 the F

ijian
Institute of Technology
g

a
ve

 
a

 
tra

d
itio

n
a

l
F

ijia
n

 
w

e
lco

m
e

. 
H

e
thanked Lillian and the
w

orkshop 
organisers

in 
F

ijian 
and 

E
nglish

and all the delegates

gave a traditional slow
 clap to show

 their appre-
ciation of the S

outh P
acific participants, w

ho had
been invited to attend the conference on indige-
nous 

A
ustralian 

land. 
 

It 
w

as 
a 

m
oving 

and
em

pow
ering night. A

nd the food w
as great too!


