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Shopping in Rundle Mall

By Malgosha Karczmarz

Ar e you tired orjet-lagged?

By Fiona Hui Photo courtesy of http://www.sxc.hu/

Rundle Mall is the shopping heart of the City of Adelaide. It was created in
September 1976 as Australia's first street mall. The Mall is a shopper's par-
adise with over 600 retail stores including David Jones, Myer, Harris Scarfe,
Toys R Us, Rebel Sport, and Hoyts cinemas. Many unique and exclusive
stores are located within the precinct providing a great range of exciting
merchandise. You will enjoy exploring the 14 arcades and centres that link
to Rundle Mall providing a range of shopping experiences including over
160 specialty fashion stores. Rundle Mall is the venue for many perform-
ances and events, from fashion parades, to buskers and street performers.
Over 500 promotions were held in the last 12 months. Located close to the
Museum, Art gallery, Universities and dining precincts Rundle Mall is the
place to go if you want to sample the whole shopping and entertainment

experience. s

Restaurant review

By Malgosha Karczmarz

Assaggio
King W illiam Road, Hyde Park

The Assaggio Ristorante in Hyde
Park is a stylish new venue for
lovers of Italian food. The restaurant
is owned and operated by one of
Adelaide's most recognised Italian
Chef de Cuisine, Camillo Crugnale
and offers exquisite Italian cuisine in
a trendy setting.

The menu offers a wide variety of
fabulous dishes, including char-

grilled squid, Sicilian pork, swordfish,
veal and quail. Make sure you leave
room for dessert though or you will
miss out on wonderful sweets such
as ltalian nougat, fruit pudding and
ancient Roman-baked custard.
Mains are priced at around $25, out-
door facilities are available and it's
just minutes from the Hilton!
Bookings can be made on 08 8272
4748.

Opening Hours:

Weekdays:
Saturday:
Sunday: .........
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Feeling a bit tired after an intensive session? Still
jet-lagged after a long-haul flight? Why not sign
up at our registration desk for a refreshing yoga
class at the conference Hotel? There is a yoga
class at 12.40 - 1.20 pm tomorrow. Sign up and
start relaxing.

Breakfast tour

By Malgosha Karczmarz & Fiona Hui

“Early birds can get worms”! There will be a
Lucia's Central Market Tour at 7 - 8am tomorrow.
Simply sign up at the conference registration
desk and come with your colleagues. Central
Market will be worth visiting, it's Adelaide’s fresh
food pantry with strong multicultural influence
from ltaly, Greece, Janpan, Vietham, Leban,

Chinese and German. Central market buzzes
with life and colour all year round and becomes a
special place for people who enjoy a variety of
cheap food.

What's on inAdelaide

By Sarah Rowland

A sust ainable planet - 9 Nov 2005

A sustainable planet - a future for Australia
Time:
Location:
Bookings essential through website:
http://www.hawkecentre.unisa.edu.au/events/I|
ectures/2005AHL.htm

SA Library photo exhibition - 290t to 27 Nov
The exhibition provides an insight into WWI.

Date: 29 Oct to 27 Nov
Location: SA State Library
Time: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm
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Welcome

By Malgosha Karczmarz

Anne Forster , the President
of ODLAA, welcomes all
delegates from Australia
and around the world to the
2005 ODLAA conference.

Anne expects the confer-
ence to be successful in
providing opportunities for
delegates to network and to
share different experiences
and interests in on-line and distance learning.

Anne has been involved in distance education
for more than thirty years as a consultant,
teacher and student. She has worked in various
areas of distance education ranging from aca-
demic staff development and program design to
her executive role in MBA Program develop-
ment. Currently, along side her role as ODLAA
president, Anne works for the University of
Sydney and is responsible for high growth post-
graduate programs in intensive research areas.

Anne has always had an interest in distance
education because of its ability to bring people
from all over the world together in pursuit of the
common goal of learning. Distance learning also
allows people from all walks of life to undertake
courses that might otherwise be unavailable to
them.

The themes for this year's conference address
several issues. Firstly the importance of under-
standing trans-national education and recognis-
ing that different cultures have different learning
styles requiring different teaching methods.
Secondly the conference will examine tech-
nigues that achieve excellence in learning.
Distance education requires a different form of
teaching as the classroom includes students with
different backgrounds, ages and experiences
that have to learn independently.

Thirdly, the conference will address the problem
of how to provide distance education for devel-
oping countries, where it can provide life long

learning for the young and new skills for adults.

Finally, an important goal for the conference is to
introduce delegates to some of the latest tech-
nology and techniques in how to use information
and communication technologies to achieve the
best possible learning outcomes.

Anne hopes that discussing these issues will
uncover new ideas for research in the future.
She is especially looking forward to having the
opportunity to talk to delegates about their work
and their ideas.

Pre-conference workshop

By Fiona Hui

How can open and distance learning be used as
a tool for sustainable development in the
Australia Pacific region?

During the last two days, policy makers from all
sectors, ODL practitioners, development agen-
cies and interested teaching academics gath-
ered in the pre-conference workshop at the
University of South Australia's City West
Campus to share ideas.

Facilitated by Mrs Helen Lentell and Mr Marquis
Bureau from the Commonwealth of Learning, the
workshop explored a range of issues on the
process of developing ODL delivery and imple-
mentation and address the challenges arising in

the dynamic landscape
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of globalised education.
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"Whoever comes is the
right people; whenever
it starts is the right time", said Mr Marquis Bureau
in beginning the discussion, emphasising that the
only people really qualified or able to do great
work on any issue are those who really care.

Continued from last page

He continued "Whenever it starts is the right
time", pointing out that energy, creativity, and
ideas shouldn't run on the clock and be confined
in a particular time frame, and while they were
there, they would be all ears for great ideas and
new insights.

When discussing the most important issues in
ODL development, a sense of passion and
enthusiasm emerged as workshop delegates
wrote down their ideas. Within minutes, the wall
was filled with lists, demonstrating a variety of
ideas and drawing a more complete picture on
development issues about quality, teacher training,

(3) documenting all notes & suggested strategies;

(4) establishing strategic themes, clear priorities,
immediate actions steps;

(5) distributing all information to eager and
action-ready community of people

(6) empowering them to tell that story to the rest
of the organisation, community and even the
world;

(7) seeded cycles of invitation that will continue
to pull people into places where they can
maximize their own learning and contribution.

From the facilitator

By Sarah Rowland

With his knowledge and background in open dis-
tance learning Mr Marquis Bureau made the
perfect candidate for facilitating the pre confer-
ence workshop. Marquis' goal for the OODLA
conference is to "bring people together from all
different countries to discuss open distance
learning and sustainable development".

Marquis indicated the key issues within the
Australia Pacific Region as gaining recognition of
open distance learning among the public and the
need for the qualifications to be recognized glob-
ally.

teaching methodology, resources, research, poli-
cies, programming, technologies, organisational
structure, and students who are on the receiving
end of ODL.

"Admittedly, the challenges are huge", said
Ledua Wagqailiti, a Lecturer from the University of
South Pacific, "especially for countries with limit-
ed resources, and where its infrastructures are
not as well-developed".

"But | see opportunities in ODL, we need to first
identify, explore and address all of the most
important issues and that's why | came to the
workshop, I'd like to hear other colleagues' ideas
and experience while sharing mine at the same
time".

The two-day pre-conference workshop was most
productive, and successfully empowered the
delegates to tell the story of their experiences of
ODL to the rest of the organisation, the commu-
nity and the world. Most importantly it seeded
cycles of innovation that will continue to pull peo-
ple into places where they can maximise their
own learning and contribution.

The pre-conference workshop has successfully
achieved:

(1) raising and addressing all of the key issues;
(2) gathering new ideas, resources and people
while connected them to these issues;

Pre-conference dinner& address

By Sarah Rowland

On the opening night
of the pre conference
workshop a dinner
was held for all dele-
gates in the beautiful
Chapel Café

nous Australian land.

gave a traditional slow clap to show their appre-
ciation of the South Pacific participants, who had
been invited to attend the conference on indige-
It was a moving and
empowering night. And the food was great too!

Open & Distance Learning
in thr ee Pacific Island
countries

By Fiona Hui

Lillian Holt, an
Aboriginal educator
gave an introductory
speech to welcome all
the  pre-conference
delegates and to give
some context about
indigenous Australians
as well as educational
issues in Australia.
Lillian's address was
preceded by a moving

welcoming song by

Lynett Riley Mundine
from NSW.

In response Jo
Mataika from the Fijian
Institute of Technology
gave a traditional
Fijian welcome. He
thanked Lillian and the
workshop organisers
in Fijian and English
and all the delegates

Opportunities in Open & Distance Learning

By Fiona Hui

When asked the major difference in open dis-
tance learning between Canada and the Australia
Pacific Region Marquis stated "Canada has lots
of different states whereas the South Pacific
region has a multitude of countries causing many
language and Government barriers that can be
very difficult to overcome. Government funding is
essential so we need to prove to them how impor-
tant open distance learning is."

Marquis identified the major benefit of open dis-
tance learning as its accessibility. "It allows peo-
ple to learn both for personal and professional
means resulting in both social and economic
changes." The percentages for open distance
learning are 60% women and 40% men. Marquis
recognizes this is due mostly to the fact women
feel the need to learn in their own time as they
have combined work and family obligations.

Mr Abdul Mannan, Executive Director of UPNG
Open College and University of Papua New
Guinea, has been involved in education policy,
planning and administration in Papua New
Guinea for the past 16 years.

He recognises the pivotal role of ODL to cater for
PNG's higher education urgent needs because
the traditional system is unable to meet the

current and growing
demand.

"ODL has both oppor-
tunities and chal-
lenges to cater for
both traditional learn-
ers for educational
qualification and non-
traditional villagers to
acquire skills, knowl-
edge and information",
says Mannan,
"Experience  shows
that the people are
more prepared to pay
for distance education
rather than the formal
education due to cost
considerations. They
use the social safety
net to finance their dis-
tance education and
ODL has an enormous
opportunity to fill this

gap”

Ms Kaye Schofield , one of the Australia's lead-
ing independent commentators, researchers and
policy analysts in the field of adult and vocation-
al education, firmly believes that ODL can
improve educational outcomes in small Pacific
Island Countries such as Samoa, Kiribati and
PNG.

"Diagnosing the key problems would be the piv-
otal starting point”, Schofield says, "to begin with,
problems such as low education outcomes
among the poor, gender inequities and social-cul-
tural issues need to be addressed."

Polls:

What do you most look forward to in this
conference?

a) Pre-conference workshop

b) Learning from other delegates’ new findings
¢) Conference dinner & cocktail party

d) Networking with like-minded colleagues

SMS your answer to 0422 851 916 to get a
free souvenir (one gift, first come first serve)!

We welcome you to contact our newsletter team for an
interview to be put in tomorrow’s newsletter. Please call:

Malgosha Karczmarz: 0405 252 188
Sarah Rowland: 0422 243 548
Fiona Hui: 0422 851 916

Any comment? Please emall it to:
Fiona: huisy0O5@students.unisa.edu.au
Melgosha: Karme00l@students.unisa.edu.au
Sarah: rowsk001@students.unisa.edu.au




